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Is This Part Of God’s Plan – Are WE A Part Of It? 
Most of you will have heard by now that Herne Bay Court is closing.  See the notice on the Court’s 

website on the next page. 

 

There are many issues and questions arising, asked both by the HBBC fellowship (that’s you lot!!) 

and the other churches in the town.  In the local paper this week (19
th
 July) someone wrote in 

suggesting it be converted to a hotel. 

 

This is a BIG issue and after a specific prayer meeting here on 16
th
 July, and discussions at last 

church meeting 18
th
 July, we need to seek GOD’S GUIDANCE on the matter. 

 

• What does God want to happen to HB Court? 

• Have we received a vision or message from God on His plan?  This MUST be tested among 

your Christian friends and the church. 

• Who in the town is to be a part of this? (us, churches, townsfolk, council) 

• Is this a chance for the churches together in HB to be revitalised and work as Churches Together 

again? 

• Will this be for the benefit of the community or for a wider field, eg, a national centre for 

specific activities? 

• HB Court’s motto from its website is “Bringing People Together” – is this a worthy vision to 

carry on? 

• What does our community need?  How much is it apparent that God wants us to meet this? 

• How can this be a viable project that will pay for itself?  Or will other regular, permanent 

funding be available? 

• The owners, Centre Ministries, possibly want to sell it to raise funds to help do work on their 

other 3 centres round the country – if it’s a huge amount – how can this be raised? 

• If we’re sure it’s God’s plan – have we the faith to ensure that everything will be in place to 

make things happen, including money, people, other resources, eg, planning permission? 

• Should we be the first church to put forward a “fighting fund” and lead by example? 

 

PRAY into this situation: 

• That God will make His will clear. 

• For the owners, that they are part of God’s vision and that they will be able to negotiate with a 

similarly minded party, whether or not it is us. 

• Pray for the town’s churches that they will work together on this – and that you will play a part 

if required. 

• Pray that whatever happens, it will glorify GOD, and not us and our amazing ideas if they are 

not of God. 

 

See following pages for some hopefully useful details extracted from the Court’s website from 

Google’s cached pages because you can no longer link to them from the Court’s home page.  There 

is info on the Court’s existing facilities, as well as their doctrine of belief which would hopefully be 

useful if a potential buyer would also follow the Christian faith. 
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From HB Court’s Web Site (www.hernebaycourt.co.uk):  
HERNE BAY COURT “Bringing People Together” 
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE CENTRE 

The Board of trustees of Centre Ministries has decided to close Herne Bay Court. They have 

reached this sad decision just as The Court nears sixty years of faithful and successful service.  

 

This decision was made on the unanimous advice of The Court’s local managers and the group’s 

executive officers.  For many years Herne Bay Court enjoyed a thriving Christian holiday ministry. 

This has declined spectacularly.  The demand for this type of holiday has been replaced by holiday 

weeks at very large venues and smaller ones at better resourced specialist centres in southern 

Europe and elsewhere.  With its peninsular location The Court is in the wrong place to develop a 

strong national conference centre ministry to compensate for this loss of holiday work.  In addition, 

local development adjacent to the site means that it is no longer a venue offering a place of quiet 

retreat with a sense of being away from the clamour of life. 

 

For nearly sixty years The Court and its dedicated staff have served the Christian community.  

Many people can testify that it was during a holiday Bible Week or a church weekend away they 

first became Christians or were challenged to serve others in Christian or secular work either in the 

UK or overseas.  This is an eternal legacy with generations of people giving thanks to God for 

Herne bay Court and its ministry. 

 

When Herne Bay Court joined Centre Ministries it was in financial difficulty. Initially hard work 

and investment revived The Court and it thrived but the factors already mentioned have hit hard in 

recent years.  Centre Ministries remains committed to advancing the Christian faith by providing 

relevant residential resources.  Our other centres: Cloverley Hall and The Quinta in the Midlands 

and Castlewellan Castle in Northern Ireland, are all in strong demand.  We look forward to 

developing our ministry wherever God takes us in the future.  

 

Meanwhile we want to express deep gratitude to the staff at Herne Bay Court and all who have 

served in the past for their commitment and hard work that made such a difference. Many thousands 

of people are grateful to them and regard The Court with deep affection.  

 

Herne Bay Court will close early in December this year.   Our immediate priority is to do all that we 

can to help the staff and everyone else adversely affected by this decision.  

 

Andrew Boulter, Chairman of Centre Ministries Board, is available for further comment and can be 

contacted via the Centre Ministries Office. 

 

Peter Bevington Chief Executive Officer 25th June 2007 

 

 

Herne Bay Court 

Canterbury Road 

Herne Bay 

Kent 

CT6 5TD 

Phone: 01227 373254  

Fax: 01227 741581 

Centre Ministries Office 

Quinta Hall 

Weston Rhyn 

Oswestry 

SY10 7LR 

To contact us: 

Phone: 01691 773696 

Fax: 01691 774687 

E-mail: admin@centreministries.org 
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Residential Conference Accommodation 
The residential conference facilities are for the exclusive use of Christian groups who can give full 

assent to the Evangelical Alliance basis of faith, or schools and college groups who value our 

Christian ethos. 

 

We can accommodate a maximum of 160 and aim to be flexible, and unlike a commercial hotel we 

have a wide selection of bedrooms to suit guests’ varying requirements, ranging from hotel-standard 

double en-suites, to large family rooms, which are also very popular with educational and youth 

groups. 

 

For guests’ convenience we have a coin operated laundry, vending machines which serve 

confectionary and hot and cold drinks, a children’s play room, a parents’ and infants’ utility room 

and secure car parking with 24 hour CCTV surveillance.  

 

There to help 
All members of the conference centre’s duty management team live on site, so are available at any 

time, including during the night, should the need arise due to an emergency. 
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Conference Rooms 
The centre has five conference rooms: 

 

Bethlehem Lounge 
This is our largest meeting room and can seat up to 160 (theatre style). Equipment includes a baby 

grand piano, public address system with recording facilities, induction loop to assist guests using 

hearing aids, TV, VCR, OHP, and flipchart. 

 

Nazareth Room 
Can seat up to 60 (theatre style). Equipment includes an upright piano, TV. VCR, OHP and 

flipchart. 

 

Jerusalem Room 
Can seat up to 60 (theatre style), but is very suitable for boardroom meetings or training sessions 

requiring classroom format. Equipment includes an upright piano, TV. VCR, OHP and flipchart. 

 

Galilee Room 
Can seat 25 in comfort and is ideal as a more intimate setting for discussion groups or syndicate 

use. 

 

The Cabin 
Can seat 100 (theatre style) and is in a self-contained building with its own facilities. It is 

particularly popular with youth groups, due to its close proximity to the Sports Hall. 

 

Also available 
A beautifully decorated Quiet Room is also available and is ideal for guests wishing to relax and 

read. 

 

The Sports Hall can also be used for exhibitions or conventions, seating approximately 200. 

 

At additional cost and with adequate notification we can provide specialist conference equipment, 

including audio visual, staging, seating, etc. 

 

Conditions of Use 
It is not our intention to cause offence, but rather to live peaceably with all people, so therefore we 

hope enquirers will understand that, because it would be against our faith, conscience and the terms 

of our charitable trust, we cannot allow our meeting rooms to be used by individuals, groups or 

organisations whose purpose is to propagate beliefs or engage in activities that conflict with 

traditional evangelical Christian values. 
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Schools & Colleges 

A warm welcome 
An important part of our service is to provide a secure and caring base for schools and colleges, 

both from the UK and overseas, who wish to visit the area to discover more about our country’s rich 

historical heritage and to improve their English language skills. 

 

We understand the needs of teaching staff with respect to the type of accommodation and meals 

required and we can also help plan a full and exciting schedule for exploring the vicinity. 

 

Key places to visit: 
Canterbury 

Cathedral, Roman Museum and Canterbury Tales 

Chartwell 

Home of Sir Winston Churchill 

Chatham 

Historic Dockyard of the Royal Navy 

Dover 

White Cliffs and Castle, one of the mightiest 

fortresses in Western Europe 

Howletts Wild Animal Park 

Conservation in action, endangered species 

breeding programme 

Leeds Castle 

Reputed to be the loveliest in the world 

Wildwood 

Kent’s unique woodland discovery park 

 

Pastoral Care 
If requested our senior managers, who have theological training and pastoral experience, are 

available to conduct a short morning assembly or evening epilogue for pupils and students. 

 

Child Protection Policy 
We have a comprehensive policy which includes a thorough vetting of staff and our reputation for 

the care of visiting school groups is such that we receive many repeat bookings and are happy to 

provide references from our regular school and college clients. 
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Recreation 
If whilst staying with us you would like to take time out for recreation then you will be pleased to 

know that in the Sports Hall there is provision for badminton, uni-hoc, and volleyball, as well as 

table tennis. Bar football and pool tables are also available. 

 

In our grounds we have putting and croquet lawns, and a tennis court. Within a sheltered patio is an 

outdoor heated swimming pool which is available for guests to use from Spring through to Autumn. 

 

The wonders of Kent 
If your stay at the Court spans a few days, you may find you will have time to visit some of the 

many wonders of Kent - its splendid cathedrals, stunning gardens, magnificent castles or the historic 

ports and harbours on the Maritime Coast. If retail therapy is on your agenda then you are spoilt for 

choice. Easily accessible are the new complexes - Whitefriars, Canterbury, Westwood Cross, 

Broadstairs and further afield McArthur Glen Designer Outlet, Ashford or the famous Bluewater, 

Dartford. However, if you have only a few hours spare between conference sessions, the immediate 

area surrounding the Court contains numerous places of interest. 

 

The nearby attractions 
Herne Bay has a clean safe beach with a promenade and many of the other features traditionally 

associated with a seaside town. The more adventurous can charter the Bayblast, a super-fast RHIB 

for an exhilarating trip of a lifetime out into the Thames Estuary to view the seals, sea forts and 

wind turbines of the Kentish Flats. An invigorating walk along the cliff tops to Reculver Country 

Park is highly recommended or a short drive away is the neighbouring town of Whitstable, which 

has art galleries, unique shops and fashionable cafes. Whitstable is also a real working port with a 

busy harbour and fish market and is famous for its Oysters. 
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Contact 
Herne Bay Court 

Canterbury Road, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 5TD 

Tel: 01227 373254 Fax: 01227 741581 

Email: enquiries@hernebaycourt.co.uk 
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Volunteers 
To see photographs of our volunteers in action click here! 

 

A dream come true - learning English in the Garden of England! 

 

Have you ever wished you could learn to speak English whilst living in England? Well now it's 

possible. 

 

If you are an enthusiastic Christian, able to commit yourself to serving for six months (or two 

months in the summer -July & August), then you may be eligible to join us. 

 

Volunteers at Herne Bay Court spend about forty or so hours per week serving the Kingdom of God 

in our ministry of hospitality and encouragement. 

 

Those volunteers who are able to serve for six months will be enrolled as students and attend two 

mornings per week at the London House School of English, a local language school accredited by 

the British Council. 

 

Volunteers are provided with free accommodation at Herne Bay Court and all food, as well as the 

cost of the English language tuition at London House. Additionally they receive a modest expense 

allowance of between £25 -£30 per week. This can be used towards out of pocket expenses such as 

personal toiletries, postage, leisure activities and cultural visits. 

 

If you are interested in applying (application form)then you need to be at least 18 years of age. 

There is no upper limit, though you need to be in good health, capable of undertaking the tasks a 

volunteer will be expected to carry out and willing to live as a member of our community, which 

may require you to share a bedroom with one of more other volunteers. 

 

You will see from the photographs examples of typical service performed by our volunteers. 

Volunteers must also be members of churches, irrespective of denomination, who would fully agree 

with our doctrinal statement (what we believe). 

 

Volunteers are warmly welcomed into the fellowship of local churches for the duration of their 

service at the Court and are especially invited to join the congregations for worship on Sundays as 

well as mid week Bible studies, which are often held in the homes of various members. Our 

Chaplain visits the Court regularly to conduct devotions and provide pastoral care for the staff and 

volunteers. 
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Doctrinal Statement (What we Believe) 
 

1. God 
There is one God, who exists eternally in three distinct but equal persons: the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. God is unchangeable in his holiness, justice, wisdom and love. He is the almighty 

Creator, Saviour and Judge who sustains and governs all things according to his sovereign will for 

his own glory. 

 

2. The Bible 
God has revealed himself in the Bible, which consists of the Old and New Testaments alone. Every 

word was inspired by God through human authors, so that the Bible as originally given is in its 

entirety the Word of God, without error and fully reliable in fact and doctrine. The Bible alone 

speaks with final authority and is always sufficient for all matters of belief and practice. 

 

3. The Human Race 
All men and women, being created in the image of God, have inherent and equal dignity and worth. 

Their greatest purpose is to obey, worship and love God. As a result of the fall of our first parents, 

every aspect of human nature has been corrupted and all men and women are without spiritual life, 

guilty sinners and hostile to God. Every person is therefore under the just condemnation of God and 

needs to be born again, forgiven and reconciled to God in order to know and please him.  

 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ 
The Lord Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of a 

virgin, and lived a sinless life in obedience to the Father. He taught with authority and all his words 

are true. On the cross he died in the place of sinners, bearing God’s punishment for their sin, 

redeeming them by his blood. He rose from the dead and in his resurrection body ascended into 

heaven where he is exalted as Lord of all. He intercedes for his people in the presence of the Father. 

 

5. Salvation 
Salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace and cannot be earned or deserved. It has been 

accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ and is offered to all in the gospel. God in his love forgives 

sinners whom he calls, granting them repentance and faith. All who believe in Christ are justified by 

faith alone, adopted into the family of God and receive eternal life.  

 

6. The Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit has been sent from heaven to glorify Christ and to apply his work of salvation. He 

convicts sinners, imparts spiritual life and gives a true understanding of the Scriptures. He indwells 

all believers, brings assurance of salvation and produces increasing likeness to Christ. He builds up 

the Church and empowers its members for worship, service and mission. 
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7. The Church 
The universal Church is the body of which Christ is the head and to which all who are saved belong. 

It is made visible in local churches, which are congregations of believers who are committed to 

each other for the worship of God, the preaching of the Word, the administering of Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper, for pastoral care and discipline, and for evangelism. The unity of the body of Christ 

is expressed within and between churches by mutual love, care and encouragement. True fellowship 

between churches exists only where they are faithful to the gospel. 

 

8. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper have been given to the churches by Christ as visible signs of the 

gospel. Baptism is a symbol of union with Christ and entry into his Church but does not impart 

spiritual life. The Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of Christ’s sacrifice offered once for all and 

involves no change in the bread and wine. All its blessings are received by faith. 

 

9. The Future 
The Lord Jesus Christ will return in glory. He will raise the dead and judge the world in 

righteousness. The wicked will be sent to eternal punishment and the righteous will be welcomed 

into a life of eternal joy in fellowship with God. God will make all things new and will be glorified 

forever. 
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Conference Tariff 
Conference Tariff - January to December 2007 

‘These rates are for Church groups only.’ 

Weekend (Friday evening meal to Sunday lunch inclusive)  

Per Adult  £96.60 

Children - 10 years to 15years (inclusive) £64.60 

Children - 6 years to 9 years (inclusive) £43.50 

Children - 3 years to 5 years (inclusive) £6.30 

Children - under 3 years No Charge 

 

Midweek (per day) 

Per Adult  £42.50 

Children - 10 years to 15years (inclusive) £28.90 

Children - 6 years to 9 years (inclusive) £19.40 

Children - 3 years to 5 years (inclusive) £4.20 

Children - under 3 years No Charge 

 

DISCOUNTS - Bring more - pay less!* 

5% discount on total if a minimum of 100 adults in 

residence for 2 or more nights 

4% discount on total if a minimum of 95 adults in 

residence for 2 or more nights 

3% discount on total if a minimum of 85 adults in 

residence for 2 or more nights 

2% discount on total if a minimum of 75 adults in 

residence for 2 or more nights 

1% discount on total if a minimum of 50 adults in 

residence for 2 or more nights 

* These discounts are only available when the booking is made directly with Herne 
Bay Court and not via an introductory agency 

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF VALUE ADDED TAX AT 17.5% 

Supplement An additional charge of £16.00 per room per night is payable for use 

of ensuite rooms. 

Terms Breakfast, lunch and dinner and mid-morning tea or coffee. 

Meal Times Weekday - Breakfast 8.45am; Lunch 1.00pm; Dinner 6.30pm 

Sunday - Breakfast 9.00am; Dinner 1.00pm 

Deposit To confirm a booking a completed Booking Form and deposit of 

£300.00 (for total group of 25-75) or £400.00 (for total group of 76 

or more). Deposits will be deducted from fees upon final settlement, 

but are not refundable or transferable in the event of cancellation. 

Payment of 

fees 

The account should be paid in full on arrival at the centre, unless 

prior arrangements have been agreed with the Centre Manager. 

Notes 1. Any changes in VAT will be passed on immediately.  

2. Should key costs rise significantly above the forecasted rate 

of annual inflation, we reserve the right to impose a 

surcharge.  
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CONDITIONS OF BOOKING 

Minimum Accounts 
1. If you are booking our smallest standard category of residential conference, then this is done on 

the understanding that the minimum number of adults who will be charged to your account is 25, 

irrespective of the actual number who may subsequently attend. 

2. Subject to the above, the minimum number charged to the account of larger conference groups 

will be 90% of adults delegates booked. (Please see the following examples.) 

• eg If you book for 100 delegates and subsequently only 85 attend then you will charged for 

90 adults  

• eg If you book for 100 delegates and subsequently 90 attend then you will only be charged 

for 90.  

3. All children and teenagers will be charged in addition to the above. However, children and 

teenagers will only be charged on the basis of those who actually attend. Children under 3 come 

FREE OF CHARGE 

If, nearer to the time of the conference you find that you are in a position where you want to bring 

more delegates than were originally booked, then subject to discussion with the Administrator we 

may be able to provide extra accommodation if available. 

Cancellations 
1. With 6 months or more notice in writing, the deposit only will be forfeited.  

2. With less than 6 months, but more than 2 months notice of cancellation in writing, a fee 

representing 50% of the total costs* shall be payable.  

3. With less than 2 months notice of cancellation in writing, a fee representing 80% of the total 

costs* shall be payable.  

* Total costs will be based upon the number of adult delegates booked. 

Insurance 
It is strongly recommended that conference organisers take out insurance cover against cancellation 

and other liabilities. Herne Bay Court can supply insurance details if required. 

Damage to Property 
Liability for damage to the premises or property of Herne Bay Court caused by the hirer and/or their 

delegates during the period of a conference is the responsibility of the hirer and their delegates. 

Normal wear and tear is, of course, excepted. 

 

 


